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I. A Letter from Mr Wilfon to the Publijher, gi- 
ving an account of the Lagis Amianthus, Asbe- 
ftos, or Linum incombuftible, lately found in 
Scotland. 
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Eing fenfible of the (hare you have in advanc- 
ing the Study into the Rarities of Nature, I prefume 
to give you the following relation of what I obferved in 
the Lapis Amianthus and Incombuftible Lint, which I 
found out in Scotland : Whereby perhaps there may be 
feme light given to the fearching further into the na- 
ture of its produ&ion, becaufe the defcription of it, gi- 
ven by Vliny and feveral of the Ancient and Modern 
Writers of the Rarities of this Nature, feems fomewhat 
different from this* 

Having heard that in the Ground of Francis Gordon 
of Achindore, in the Shire ot Aberdeen, near the Hig- 
lands* there were found fome pieces of petrified Wood $ 
I had the curiofity to go to the place where they were 
found, about a mile from the Gentlemans Houfe. 

There on the fide of a Hill of a Heath kind of Ground, 
fomewhat inclining to what we call Mofs, in a very 
tinali Brook, and hard by it, in the bounds of ten or 
twelve yards, I found a great many of thofe Stones, 
fome a foot in length, which appeared plainly like 
Wood : But becaufe I could not perceive any footftep of 
Wood thereabout, neither could any of them be found, 
except in that very fpot of Ground, I could not be per- 
fwadecl they were petrified Wood, Then I went to 
cut up the Ground about the place with my Knife, 

where 
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wfeete c l fotfnd tikewife toffis pieces of the Stone, and 
very near the ffiperfioe I go* feveral jlfeces of a fibrous 
matter, which my Knife could not cut $ this I immedi- 
ately judged tb be art incombuftible matter, as it proved 
afterwards when I try'd it by the Fife. And becaufe, fo 
far as I then retfieriibred I had heard or read of it, I 
thought it had been always efteemed certain filaments 
that came off tho-- Ltpfa Amianthos^ I refolved to obferve 
more narrowly the produ&ion of it 

When I found fome pieces of the Stones very hard irt 
the middle, and the fibrous matter on the outiides and 
ends, I was inclined to believe that the Flax came from 
the Stone : but then finding feveral pieces of the Flar 
fo condenfed and prefTed together, that. at firft they ap- 
peared to be hard Stones, but being a little wet; the-fila- 
ments; were eafily parted- from one another. Many m^re 
Ivgot,* feme lefs and feme nldre condenfed, into the na- 
ture of a Stone i and all of it, both* that which was con- 
denfed together, and what was not, was lying about 
an inch within the ground, parallel with the furface 
fe> interwoven with the^iibres of the R'oots of the Graft, 
that it feemed to me much more probable to believe, that* 
the Lint turned into the Stone, than the Stone into the 
Lint : efpecially feeing moft part of the Stones appeared fo 1 
tender and brittle oa the outfide, that it's- hard to believe^ 
how they could turn into that tough fubftance of Flax. 

The Stones are of different forts, fome are white, the 
colour of the Lint, and of a very fof t fubftance* 5 fo that 
they may be eafily cut with a Knife without blunting k$ 
others are much mixt with a whitiOa talk, but moft oi : ' 
ihem are of a greyifii colour, and very hard. 

As for the production of the Flax, I think it's hard to 
determine in this place 5 becaufe the greateft quantity I 
found of it, was lying, as I faid before, about an inch 
at molt within the ground, parallel with the fuperfice, 
interwoven with the root? of the Grafs, without any 
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R-oot of it &1& but alike at both e&is , ^S Jf it WSKfiiit 
with a Knife, The ground wheie«j it is found i* ot a 
greyifh colour* al?q^t ; otie ivich or JMK%-|:bj^ 9 divider ( vir]iici3L 

there is a blfick- %rf h for a foot *a dtepth. So that I 
could fipd ; i?Gt|*ing ip the : j>iac$s #tap lapft^fat was 
got, that I CQuId;ration[ally coaclu4e t«rprodfleeit!: But 
in fome other fgots I fpjJnd m«ch pf:& talkifli Sand, and 
forne pieces of FJax near to it ; as alfo pieces of iheStone 
much whiter than the reft, and very like talk j which 
would incline one to believe that it was produced, of it. 
Yet there being no appearance of any talk in the other 
places, where raofl: of it was found, I can fcarce con- 
clude any thing about the produ&ion of it,but leave it to 
others far more capable and ingenious in the knowledge 
of Nature than I am. 

But whatever way it is produced, tho I have not exa- 
mined what has been writ and.faid of that iJmumhy 
many, yet it feems tome by what Plinj, Aldrovandw, 
rand Olans Wormim write concerning it, that this which 
Ijfound in Scotland, is not infer iour to any they ipeak of* 
for generally they make it very ftiort, whereas fome of this 
1 found 5, 4 7, and fome 8 inches long. 

, As for the making pf it into Cloath, they all conclude 
it very hard. Pliny calls it invent* rarum textu difficile 
propter brevhatem. OUm Wormim ia his Mnfieumikys, 
modus vero quo ex eo fiunt Una jum pzniins JgnorMur. I 
«confefs indeed, it is true what Pliny fays, yet it may be 
feen by the experiment I have ftiown, in making Yarn of 
it, that Cloath may be made of it alfo, for the difficulty is 
;Qmch greater irj the one than the "other. 
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